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Professional Preparation  
Union college Civil Engineering B.S. 1967 

Cornell University Environmental Engineering M.E. 1968 

Cornell University Environmental Engineering Ph.D. 1971 
 
H. David Stensel is Professor of Civil and Environmental Engineering at the University of Washington, 
Seattle, WA.  Prior to his academic positions, he spent 10 years in practice developing and applying 
industrial and municipal wastewater treatment processes.  His principal research interests are in the areas 
of wastewater treatment, biological nutrient removal, sludge processing methods, resource recovery in 
wastewater, and water reuse.  He has authored or coauthored over 120 technical publications and 
textbooks on biological nutrient removal and the recent M&E Wastewater Engineering textbook.  Dr. H. 
David Stensel was responsible for the design, start up and operation of the first biological nitrogen and 
phosphorus removal plant in North America at Palmetto, Florida. Since then he has worked on over 50 
full-scale plant designs or process evaluations and given numerous workshops and seminar for the EPA, 
Water Environment Federation, International Water Association, and other organizations on biological 
phosphorus and nitrogen removal. He is presently a co-investigator in the Water Environment Research 
Foundation Nutrient Challenge program.  
 
Awards 
Water Environment Federation, Harrison Prescott Eddy Research Medal twice, 1987, 1999 
American Society of Civil Engineers Environmental Engineering Division Rudolf Hering Medal, 1997, 
Water Environment Federation, Bradley Gascoigne Medal, 2006 
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Selected Books. 
Tchobanoglous, G., Burton, F.T, and Stensel, H.D., (2003) Wastewater Engineering, Treatment, Disposal, 
and Reuse, Metcalf & Eddy, McGraw Hill, New York 
 
Research Reports 
Protocols for Activated Sludge Modeling. Water Environment Research Foundation, February, 2003, 
Project report (with Henryk Melcer and Peter Dold) 
 
Professional Society Membership 
American Society of Civil Engineers, since 1973 
Water Environment Federation, since 1967 
American Water Works Association, since 1984 
American Association of Environmental Engineering Professors, since 1980 
International Association of Water Quality, since 1984 
American Academy of Environmental Engineers - Diplomate, since 1989 
 
 
 


